Epidemiological relatedness of methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus from a tertiary hospital and a geriatric institution in Spain.
From January 2000 to June 2002, 24 Staphylococcus aureus isolates were recovered from decubitus ulcers of patients in a geriatric institution, of which 17 (70.8%) were methicillin-resistant S. aureus (MRSA). Antibiotic resistance and DNA macrorestriction (pulsed-field gel electrophoresis; PFGE) patterns of the MRSA isolates were compared with a collection of 161 MRSA isolates from patients admitted to the institution's reference hospital. PFGE revealed the presence of five clonal types (found also in hospitalised patients) among the 17 MRSA isolates. The findings suggest nosocomial acquisition of the MRSA strains by five patients, with subsequent dissemination of the strains within the institution. The high rate of MRSA highlights the need for epidemiological analysis to control the dissemination of MRSA in long-term care facilities.